
Board Report 2020 
Well 2020 has definitely been a year to remember. It has been a quiet year from the perspective of 

board meetings etc, but that is only due to the fact that we were unable to hold meetings at 
various times throughout the year due to extenuating circumstances.  

The year started in a reasonable fashion, not withstanding the imminent long service leave of our 
principal for term 4  that we had to plan for.  

All of this was of course thrown into turmoil with the Covid-19 pandemic that has hit the world.  
During the small period of lockdown at the end of term 1 and start of term 2, I thought the 
school handled a very difficult time organising home schooling programmes and the like very 
well. Of course, there would have been obstacles along the way, but having spoken to parents 
from other schools, not just locally, but around the state, I believe our staff and school 
community did very well during this period. 

Of course, we then had the resignation of our principal Andrew Gammon, as of the end of the year, 
but as term 4 was his long service leave, we started the interview process in term 3, and I thank 
Andrew Bushell and Father Gerome for their help through this process. Mr Brett Wilkie was 
appointed principal starting in January 2021, and I believe will fit extremely well into our school 
and the Katanning community. We were also fortunate that CEWA appointed a stand in principal 
for us in term 4 in Mr Ben Priest, and he and his family have been with us throughout term 4.  I’d 
like to thank Ben for his input into the school, and for uprooting his family for such a short 
period. We hope you have enjoyed your time here, and if we can find any way of enticing you to 
stay on for longer, we’ll look into it. 

 
I did send an email out to the school community upon Andrew Gammon and his family leaving, but 

would just like to further thank Andrew, Christina and family for their time here in Katanning. 
Andrew was a breath of fresh air for our community at a time we really needed it. He fitted in 
seamlessly with the whole Katanning community as well. He made many positive changes in our 
staff and students lives, that will hold them all in good stead for their future developments. We 
wish the whole Gammon family well in their time in Donnybrook.  

 
I would like to extend my thanks to the wonderful staff at Saint Patrick’s that teach and nurture our 
children every day. We are very lucky to have you as part of our children’s lives.  
To the teaching staff and families that may be leaving at the end of this year, we wish you all the 
very best in your future endeavors. You have all made a positive mark on St Patricks throughout your 
time here. 
Once again, a huge thanks must go to the often undervalued, and unsung people in our school 

community – the volunteers.  
A Special thank you to my fellow board members, Davina Davies (Secretary and P&F rep), Sheldon 
Kowald (treasurer), Tania Edwards, Linda Hewson, Pat Kennedy (Parish Rep) and Andrew Bushell, 
along with Andrew Gammon and of late, Ben Priest, and of course the glue that holds everything 
together in Helen Robinson. 
Your support throughout the year has been exceptional. 
 
As this is my final report and final duty as a member or chair of the school board, I’d like to thank all 

of the board members over the past 5 years I have been on the board. It has been a privilege to 
see the growth in the school over this time. Whilst there have been many challenges over this 
time, there has been many great initiatives that I’d like to think I had a part, albeit a miniscule 
one, in some of the progress the school has made. I am sure, with the make up of the board, and 
with Brett Wilkie joining us, this progress will continue. I remember in my first time doing my 
speech to get onto the board, following Trump’s campaign in the U.S., I used the slogan ‘Make St 
Pat’s Great again”. I believe we have now got a great school. We just need to capitalise on our 
greatness, and attract as many new families to our great school as we can. 



 
Finally, I hope we all enjoy the last few weeks of term, have a very Safe and enjoyable Christmas and 

New Years break, and we will see you all back here to kick off a new year in 2021. 
 
Regards 
Simon Kerin 
Board Chair 
 


